4. Writing (50 minutes) – Essay
People live according to some rules and values accepted in the society. The system of values of a certain society consists of the values of each individual. These are the values worshiped in the American society. 

THE VALUES MOST AMERICANS LIVE BY:

1. Informality – Americans believe that formality is ‘un-American’ and it’s a show of arrogance and superiority, as a result, relationships between people are casual and egalitarian.

2. Individualism, Independence, Privacy – people are seen as separate individuals with individual needs. People need time to be alone and to be themselves.

3. Time and its control – time is valuable, as achievement of goals depends on productive use of time; efficiency and progress are often achieved at the expense of interpersonal relationships.

4. Directness, Openness, Honesty – one can trust people who ‘look in the eye’, and ‘tell it like it is’. That’s why people tend to tell the ‘truth’ and not to worry about saving the other person’s ‘face’ or ‘honour’.
5. Future Orientation/Optimism – Americans live in the future, they believe that, regardless of the past or present, the future will be better.

6. Action and Work Orientation

7. Change Mobility

8. Equality

9. Personal Control over the Environment

10. Self-help

11. Practicality/ Efficiency

12. Competition and Free Enterprise

13. Materialism/Acquisitiveness

What are the values you live by? Write an essay of between 150-180 words trying to explain why you follow these values, be specific.

